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Synopsis
In 1908 the Supreme Court unanimously upheld an Oregon law that set a ten-hour limit on the
workdays of women in factories and laundries. Using lawyers’ briefs, arguments over single-sex

protective laws, and other major court decisions, Nancy Woloch examines a moment in which

constitutional history, women’s history, and progressive politics converged.
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Customer Reviews

"Nancy Woloch’s Muller v. Oregon provides a superb introduction to the issue of protective labor
laws and their implications for both labor standards and women'’s status in the polity, family, and
workplace. This book promises to become a highly used and successful teaching device,

appropriate for a wide range of courses."

Nancy Woloch is the author of Women and the American Experience (2nd ed., 1994); the editor of
Early American Women: A Documentary History, 1600-1900 (1992); a coathor of The American
Century: a History of the United States since the 1890s (4th ed., 1992); and a coauthor of The
Enduring Vision: a History of the American People (3rd ed., 1996). She teaches history and

American studies at Barnard College, Columbia University.

| can’t read this book for more than 10 minutes without being bored.



boring book to read

Nancy Woloch has written, as the title suggest, brief history of Muller v. Oregon. The book is broken
up into two halves. The first half deals with the history of Muller and the second half gives primary
documents related to Muller and the time period. Woloch lays out a very logical argument and looks
at the constitutional issues with Muller and the importance of the "Brandeis Brief" and how the brief
was successful over time became less by the time the Court heard Adkins v. Children’s Hospital.
Woloch also looks at the reactions and results of the Muller decision and the cause and effect with
cases that came after Muller. The addition of documents, which make up the second half of the
book; the documents help to give greater insight to the history and understanding of not only Muller
but of the Court and ideas during the early part of the 20th Century.l would suggest this book to
anyone who has to do research or is interesting in learning about women’s history. This book has
been extremely helpful in the writing of my maters thesis. The book is easy to read and Woloch
makes clear points and is pretty even handed. | did not overly notice a bias one way or the other.
There is a wealth of information in the book, yet it is not overwhelming but makes the reader engage
with the book and read more. Check it out if you want to gain a brawer understanding of the Lochner
Era. If you like this book then check out Paul Kens bookA Lochner v. New York: Economic

Regulation on TrialThough that’s just my two cents.
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